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Learning Outcomes

Assess web content 
for reliability

1

Locate information 
on government 
websites

2

Employ advanced 
search techniques 
for improved 
internet searching

3
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Evaluating 
Web Content

• Identify the source
• Determine objectivity 

or viewpoint
• Ascertain reliability 



Identify the source

• Is the text attributed to an author?
• Does the site have a “about us” page?
• Who owns the publisher or platform? 

• Check SDAT business entity search 



Is it “sponsored 
content”

• “Paid post”
• “Presented by”
• “Sponsored by”
• “Partnered with”
• “Promoted”
• “Affiliated with”
• “Powered by”



Objectivity or viewpoint

• What kinds of ads are on the 
page?

• What types of sites are 
linked to?

• Do authors have credentials?
• Google the author
• Check for a Linked-In 

page



Reliability 

• https://xkcd.com/451/



Reliability 

• Does the page state when it was last amended?
• What is the topic?

• Compare interestingengineering.com and 
justice.org

• Are there feedback mechanisms?
• Active deceit vs. stale content

• Domain names are unreliable indicators. 
Anyone can get a .gov or .org domain

https://krebsonsecurity.com/2019/11/its-way-too-easy-to-get-a-gov-domain-name/


msa.maryland.gov

• Archives of Maryland Online
• Maryland Manual
• Baltimore City Archives
• MDLandRec.net

https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/html/index.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/html/mmtoc.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/bca/research-at-the-baltimore-city-archives/guide-to-research-in-the-public-records-of-baltimore-city/index.html
https://mdlandrec.net/main/


Judiciary Resources • Circuit & District Court intranets
• MDEC



Library Resources

• Website: For the Judiciary
• Gateway to Maryland Law
• Scanned collections
• Databases
• Catalog

mdcourts.gov/lawlib
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Demonstration



Google 
Advanced 
Searching

• "phrase searching"
• Connectors: OR, minus sign (-)
• Document format (filetype:)

Search operators and limits

• .org, .edu, .gov
• Or restrict to full site

Domain / site restriction

• Wide range of case law with basic citator
• Scholarly articles (if within Judiciary network, 

links to Library databases like HeinOnline)

Google Scholar (scholar.google.com)



Demonstration



Questions?

lawlibrary@mdcourts.gov

mailto:lawlibrary@mdcourts.gov
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