
People’s Law Update
&

Generative Artificial Intelligence



Content updates

• Article highlights
• Juvenile Justice articles – rewritten and republished

• Renters’ Rights and Stabilization Act of 2024
• Warranty of Habitability in Rental Housing

• Sale of the Property

• Failure to Pay Rent (shielding section)

• Enforcing Court Orders – Overview of Contempt of Court

• Nearly ¼ of articles reviewed and updated



New articles

• New articles – what do you all 
want to see!?



Machine Translation

• Previously supported 100+ languages – caused site instability

• Currently support 11 non-English languages
• Spanish
• Arabic
• Chinese, simplified
• French
• German
• Haitian Creole
• Korean
• Persian
• Russian 
• Tagalog (Filipino)
• Vietnamese



Site Redesign

• Major project for 2025

• What types of features 
would you all like to see?



Artificial Intelligence



Audience Poll – how much do you use 
AI?

0 – Never

I don’t even 
know how you 
get to the web 
page!

1 – A tiny bit

I asked it where 
I should go out 
to eat while I’m 
at the 
conference.

2 – Monthly

Every now and 
then I have an 
idea that I try.

3 – Weekly

I’ve started to 
consider how it 
can help with 
everything.

4 – Daily

I use AI tools 
routinely, and 
tell others how 
they can.

5 – I am AI

I could 
reprogram 
ChatGPT to give 
number 4 a 
thumb!

Question 2: Do you currently pay to use AI tools?



Hot topics in AI

• Rules of evidence – impact of deepfakes

• New Federal Rules?

• Ethical use?

• MSBA AI guidance – forthcoming 

• Practical uses

https://www.reuters.com/legal/transactional/us-judicial-panel-develop-rules-address-ai-produced-evidence-2024-11-08/


How a Large Language Model Works

• A large language model

• "understands" through statistical analysis and probability

• "creates" through combination of pattern, probability, and 
random sampling



Tokenisation – Turning words (or fragments of words) into numbers



Embedding – Represents a word’s meaning in its context



Attention – Range of words that could come next. The 
range is dynamic in relation to the words that came 
before



Temperature setting – how “creatively” the model picks the next word



See it in action

https://poloclub.github.io/transformer-explainer/


Public Chatbots – Hello, World

• OpenAI
https://chatgpt.com/

• Microsoft
https://www.bing.com/chat

• Anthropic
https://claude.ai/

• Google
https://gemini.google.com/

https://chatgpt.com/
https://www.bing.com/chat
https://claude.ai/
https://gemini.google.com/


AI Policies and Guidelines

https://courtnet.courts.state.md.
us/jis/policies.html

Only use approved platforms

https://courtnet.courts.state.md.us/jis/policies.html
https://courtnet.courts.state.md.us/jis/policies.html


Public Chatbots – use cases

• Upload your resume to generate a conference bio

• Summarizing long, non-confidential documents 

• Generating marketing content 

• Output computer code to solve a problem

• First draft of an email or generic policy

• Improve search results

• Security – nothing you give the chatbot is afforded privacy



Writing a better prompt 
(It actually makes a difference!)

• Guides the Model’s Focus

• Improves Output Quality

• Reduces Ambiguity

GenAI is still in its command line era!



System Prompts

• A system prompt proceeds 
your prompt

• Acts like guardrails

• "If Claude mentions or cites 
particular articles, papers, or 
books, it always lets the human 
know that it doesn't have 
access to search or a database 
and may hallucinate 
citations..."



How to write a good prompt

• Act like a [Specify a role],

• I need a [What do you need?],

• you will [Enter a task],

• in the process, you should [Enter details],

• please do not [Enter exclusion],

• input the final result in a [Select a format]

• here is an example: [Enter an example]

• https://mitenmit.github.io/gpt/

https://mitenmit.github.io/gpt/


Create a GPT



Interaction models

Beside Inside Outside

ChatGPT CoCounsel 
or Lexis+AI

AI Agents



Gen AI and Legal Research 



Gen AI and Legal Research 



Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG)

• RAG acts like memory – 
allowing LLM to provide 
context-sensitive responses 
rather than relying solely on 
pre-trained knowledge



Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG)



Gen AI and Legal Research 

Prompt 
Engineering 
Guide

https://www.promptingguide.ai/
https://www.promptingguide.ai/
https://www.promptingguide.ai/


Paxton.ai – legal research tool

Warning – 
not 

Judiciary 
approved 

yet



Paxton.ai



Paxton.ai - legal research



Paxton.ai - legal research

• Maryland Tech and AI in Legal Services group is hosting a demo by Paxton at our 
next meeting on December 13

• Zoom registration link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYld-
CvqjsuGd0ykRhHK-43AFjpTBWexTkE

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYld-CvqjsuGd0ykRhHK-43AFjpTBWexTkE
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYld-CvqjsuGd0ykRhHK-43AFjpTBWexTkE


Judiciary Chatbots – in development



mlaGPT

MLAGPT: This generative AI 
tool can be used for a wide 
range of content drafting, 
summarization, and task 
automation. The system 
can work with PDFs, Word 
documents, website URLs, 
YouTube videos, and can 
process a variety of audio 
and video files. MLA has a 
zero-data retention 
agreement with OpenAI, 
making our AI system HIPAA 
compliant.
Zero Data Retention 
Information https://comm
unity.openai.com/t/zero-
data-retention-
information/702540

https://community.openai.com/t/zero-data-retention-information/702540
https://community.openai.com/t/zero-data-retention-information/702540
https://community.openai.com/t/zero-data-retention-information/702540
https://community.openai.com/t/zero-data-retention-information/702540


3d: A Grantee’s 
Story

mlaGPT



Thank you!

Leland Sampson

https://sampson.info

leland.sampson@mdcourts.gov

https://sampson.info/

	Slide 1: People’s Law Update & Generative Artificial Intelligence
	Slide 2: Content updates
	Slide 3: New articles
	Slide 4: Machine Translation
	Slide 5: Site Redesign
	Slide 6: Artificial Intelligence
	Slide 7: Audience Poll – how much do you use AI?
	Slide 8: Hot topics in AI
	Slide 9: How a Large Language Model Works
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: See it in action
	Slide 15: Public Chatbots – Hello, World
	Slide 16: AI Policies and Guidelines
	Slide 17: Public Chatbots – use cases
	Slide 18: Writing a better prompt  (It actually makes a difference!)
	Slide 19: System Prompts  
	Slide 20: How to write a good prompt 
	Slide 21: Create a GPT
	Slide 22: Interaction models
	Slide 23: Gen AI and Legal Research 
	Slide 24: Gen AI and Legal Research 
	Slide 25: Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG)
	Slide 26: Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG)
	Slide 27: Gen AI and Legal Research 
	Slide 28: Paxton.ai – legal research tool
	Slide 29: Paxton.ai
	Slide 30: Paxton.ai - legal research
	Slide 31: Paxton.ai - legal research
	Slide 32: Judiciary Chatbots – in development
	Slide 33: mlaGPT
	Slide 34: 3d: A Grantee’s Story
	Slide 35: Thank you!

