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Law Library History

• Established in 1827 as the Maryland State Library

• Collection originally had “all branches of knowledge”

• Focus shifted to legal materials over time

• Moved with Court of Appeals to new courthouse in 1903

• Moved to current location in 1972 and became part of 
Judicial branch in 1978



Law Library History



Unique items

• Audubon’s Birds of 
America
• 435 hand-colored, 

life size prints of 
497 bird species

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/special-collections-room/audubon



Unique items

• Oldest book: An Abstract 
of All the Penal Statutes 
Which Be General, in Force 
and Use
• Published in 1579 by 

Ferdinando Pulton



Unique items

• Bobbleheads! 



Library Services

The Thurgood Marshall State Law Library serves the needs of Maryland's citizens and government by building and preserving 
collections of legal information resources, promoting access to these collections, and creating educational opportunities that 
enhance the understanding of legal information.

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library



Online Collections: Scanned Collections 
Born-Digital Collections

Web Archiving

https://archive-it.org/home/MDCourtsLawLib

https://lipa.access.preservica.com/
https://mdlaw.ptfs.com/knowvation/app/consolidatedSearch/

https://archive-it.org/home/MDCourtsLawLib
https://lipa.access.preservica.com/
https://mdlaw.ptfs.com/knowvation/app/consolidatedSearch/


Library Services: Using the Library

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library


Library Services: Using the Library

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library


Library Website: Gateway to Maryland Law

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/gateway-to-md-law

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/gateway-to-md-law


Library Website: Research Guides

Library staff have created research guides to help research Maryland law sources.

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/research-guides

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/research-guides


Library Website: Databases

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/databases

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/databases


https://www.peoples-law.org/



Legal Services Directory

https://www.peoples-law.org/directory



Legal Services Directory

https://www.peoples-law.org/org/casa-de-maryland



Legal Clinic Calendar

https://www.peoples-law.org/calendar



Legal Clinic Calendar

https://www.peoples-law.org/calendar



https://www.peoples-law.org/protective-orders



Stats



Law on the Frontlines

• Legal reference training for public librarians

• 7+ years

• 1,200+ participants

• Winner of the William L. Marbury Outstanding Advocate 
Award from the Maryland Legal Services Corporation 

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/legal-reference-training



Education

• Annual legislative history trainings for new law clerks

• Database Mini webinars
• Deep dive into a database

• 270 Judiciary participants

• Judicial College 



Thurgood Marshall 
State Law Library

• Research questions by 
phone, email, or in person

• Extended hours

• T, Th: 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

• S: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

• mdcourts.gov/lawlib


	Slide 1: Maryland Thurgood Marshall  State Law Library
	Slide 2: Law Library History
	Slide 3: Law Library History
	Slide 4: Unique items
	Slide 5: Unique items
	Slide 6: Unique items
	Slide 7: Library Services
	Slide 8: Online Collections: Scanned Collections  Born-Digital Collections Web Archiving
	Slide 9: Library Services: Using the Library
	Slide 10: Library Services: Using the Library
	Slide 11: Library Website: Gateway to Maryland Law
	Slide 12: Library Website: Research Guides
	Slide 13: Library Website: Databases
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Legal Services Directory 
	Slide 16: Legal Services Directory 
	Slide 17: Legal Clinic Calendar
	Slide 18: Legal Clinic Calendar
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Stats
	Slide 21: Law on the Frontlines
	Slide 22: Education
	Slide 23: Thurgood Marshall State Law Library

