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Marshall 
State Law 
Library



Unique items

• Audubon’s Birds of 
America

• 435 hand-colored, 
life size prints of 497 
bird species

https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/research/special-
collections-room/audubon



Unique items

• Oldest book: An Abstract of All 
the Penal Statutes Which Be 
General, in Force and Use

• Published in 1579 by 
Ferdinando Pulton



Unique items

• Bobbleheads! 





Access to Justice

Universal access to dispute 
resolution or ways to solve 

problems



Why do we 
care about 
access to 
justice?

• 86% of poor Americans do not get 
adequate legal help (Legal Services 
Corporation)

• 325,000 Marylanders need help with a 
civil legal problem every year (MD 
Access to Justice Commission)

• The real figure is probably higher
• PLL had 730,000+ users from 

Maryland in 2023



Expanding 
A2J 

Expanding availability of attorneys

Reduce complexity of litigation

Free or reduced cost advice 

Information



Judges, lawyers, and laypeople alike are all 
presumed to know the law.





Mission

Information about the law - 
In your pocket

The purpose of the People's Law Library is to provide self-represented litigants in Maryland 
state courts information about the law, including summaries of the law, links to primary and 

secondary legal sources and referrals for legal services.



Goals

• Laws in plain language

• Serve low and moderate income patrons

• Understand rights and remedies

• Discover court process and find alternatives



Products 

• Instructional articles
• “How do I…?”
• 100+

• Topical articles
• Encyclopedia of substantive law
• 400+

• Legal Services Directory and free Legal Clinic Calendar
• MCHC Attorney Live Chat and Ask a Law Librarian



https://www.peoples-law.org/



Legal Services Directory 

https://www.peoples-law.org/directory



Legal Services Directory 

https://www.peoples-law.org/org/casa-de-maryland



Legal Clinic Calendar

https://www.peoples-law.org/calendar



Legal Clinic Calendar

https://www.peoples-law.org/calendar



https://www.peoples-law.org/protective-orders



Usage

• PLL
• 2 million users

• Texas
• ~5 million users



Stats



Writing guide
• https://www.peoples-law.org/writing-guide

https://www.peoples-law.org/writing-guide


Thurgood Marshall 
State Law Library

• Research questions by phone, 
email, or in person

• Extended hours
• T, Th: 8:00 am - 9:00 pm
• S: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

• mdcourts.gov/lawlib
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