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Background

• Manage People’s Law Library legal information website

• Co-Chair, MSBA AI & Legal Technology Task Force

• Member, MD Judiciary AI Workgroup

https://www.peoples-law.org/


Disclaimer

• The views, opinions, and information I share in this presentation 
are solely my own. They do not reflect the views, positions, or 
policies of my employer or any organization with which I am 
affiliated. Nothing presented should be taken as representing 
official statements on their behalf. Information about Maryland 
Judiciary projects is shared with permission.



Outline

• Legal Research
• ChatGPT
• Gemini
• NotebookLM

• Host your own LLM
• MSBA workgroup

• Ethics considerations
• Firm templates
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ChatGPT vs. Gemini for Legal Research

• DO NOT USE AS A SOURCE OF TRUTH
• Best for topics with public domain sources

oPre 1930

• Identify secondary or primary sources
• ChatGPT has better annotated citations
• ChatGPT’s substantive summary generally more helpful
• Gemini’s responses are longer and more superficial
• Gemini’s citations are voluminous, but terser and harder to locate



ChatGPT vs. Gemini

• Locate secondary sources
• Particularly in unfamiliar areas of law



Responses on webpage



• Analysis and research
• Summarize and query many large documents
• Learn about a topic
• Create outlines 
• Quickly check citations

• PDFs, websites, audio files, and Google docs



• Not intended to draft content for the user































What I use it for
• New article drafting

oLearning about and synthesizing a new topic quickly
oPreparing an outline

• Searching for a citation

• Podcast feature is useful if topic is boring



Other uses
• Compare different positions on a topic

• Compare specific clauses or terms in multiple 
contracts

• Brainstorm questions for discovery, witnesses, etc.



Observations
• Lots of sources is important

• Statements can come from the wrong context

• Remembering a project

• ONLY USE PUBLIC DATA!!



Cost
• Free to use 

oUp to 50 sources per notebook
o500,000 words or up to 200MB for uploaded files
oShare a notebook 

• $20 per month
oUp to 300 sources per notebook
oShare notebooks
oSharing controls (for example share only the chat)
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MSBA Ethical Use Considerations

• Overview of Ethical 
Considerations for Attorney 
Use of Generative Artificial 
Intelligence Technologies

• Competence + Diligence
• Supervision + Responsibilities
• Confidentiality + GAI Risks
• Scope of Representation, 

Communication, + Fees
• Advertising + GAI-Generated 

Content
• Candor, Misrepresentation,+ 

GAI



MSBA Ethical Use Considerations

Competence & Diligence

• Approach legal research with GenAI with caution

• Check the citations carefully

• Especially check other people's citations



MSBA Ethical Use Considerations

• The Impact of Generative AI on Critical Thinking: Self-Reported 
Reductions in Cognitive Effort and Confidence Effects From a 
Survey of Knowledge Workers

• "higher confidence in GenAI is associated with less critical 
thinking, while higher self-confidence is associated with more 
critical thinking.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/lee_2025_ai_critical_thinking_survey.pdf


MSBA Ethical Use Considerations

Supervision & Responsibilities

• Have a GenAI policy

• Talk about it, train staff about it, enforce it

• Update when needed – you'll encounter new situations at first that 
you didn't think about
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